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The Harris Poll 

COWBOYS, REDSKINS AND BEARS ARE 
AMERICA'S FAVORITE NFL TEAMS 

L 

by Humphrey Taylor 

The Dallas Cowboys are most often mentioned by pro-football fans as their 
favorite NFL team (by 1 1 percent), narrowly edging out the Washington Redskins (10 
percent) and Chicago Bears (10 percent). Also mentioned with some frequency are the San 
Francisco 49ers (7 percent), the New York Giants (6 percent), the Atlanta Falcons (5 
percent) and the Los Angeles Raiders (5 percent). 

The Dallas Cowboys also top the list of least favorite NFL teams (mentioned 
by 11 percent), far outdistancing the other frequently named least favorite teams, which 
include the Washington Redskins (6 percent), the Tampa Bay Buccaneers (6 percent), the 
Chicago Bears (5 percent) and the Los Angeles Raiders (5 percent). 

L In a question asked before the recent decision in the Plan B free-agency case 
had been handed down, a modest 53 percent majority of those who follow professional 
football said that all NFL players should be able to change teams for any reason they wish at 
the end of their current contracts, and 42 percent favored the current system. 

There are, however, significant differences in the responses of men and women 
and of whites and blacks on this issue. Women (by a 59-34 percent margin) and blacks (by a 
76-19 percent margin) overwhelmingly favored allowing players to change teams for any 
reason they wish at the end of their current contract. By contrast, men and whites split 
almost evenly, with 49 percent of both groups favoring allowing players to change teams for 
any reason they wish, and nearly as many (46 percent of men and 45 percent of whites) 
favoring the current system. 

About half of all American adults (49 percent) follow professional football. 
Men are much more likely than women to do so -- 64 percent of men vs. 36 percent of 
women are professional football fans. People in higher income households are considerably 
more likely than those in lower income households to follow professional football -- 60 
percent of people in households with an annual income of over $50,000 are professional 
football fans compared with 37 percent in households with an annual income of $15,000 or 
less. 
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Professional football appeals about equally to adults of all ages. Just about half 
of 18-39 year olds (52 percent) and 40-64 year olds (49 percent) follow professional football, 
as do nearly half of people aged 65 and over (45 percent). d 

TABLE 1 

WHO FOLLOWS PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL 

"Do you follow professional football, or not?" 

All Adults 49 

Men 
Women 

Income 
$7,500 or less 
$7,501 to $15,000 
$15,001 to $25,000 
$25,001 to $35,000 
$35,001 to $50,000 
$50,000 + 



TABLE 2 

FAVORITE AND LEAST FAVORITE NFL TEAMS 

"What is your favorite National Football League team?" 

"What is your least favorite National Football League team?" 

Least 

Dallas Cowboys 
Washington Redskins 
Chicago Bears 
San Francisco 49ers 
New York Giants 
Atlanta Falcons 
Los Angeles Raiders 
Miami Dolphins 
Minnesota Vikings 
Cleveland Browns 
Denver Broncos 
New Orleans Saints 
Philadelphia Eagles 
Pittsburgh S teelers 
Kansas City Chiefs 
Green Bay Packers 
Cincinnati Bengals 
Buffalo Bills 
Detroit Lions 
Seattle Seahawks 
Houston Oilers 
Los Angeles Rams 
New York Jets 
New England Patriots 
Phoenix Cardinals 
San Diego Chargers 
Indianapolis Colts 
Tampa Bay Bucaheers 
Not sure 

Favorite 
11 
10 
10 
7 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
* 

Favorite 
11 
6 
5 
4 
3 
3 
5 
3 
2 
3 
3 
* 

*=less than 0.5% 



TABLE 3 

A'ITITUDE TO CHANGING TO FREE AGENCY RULE 

Base: Follow professional football 

"Do you think that at the end of their contracts, all NFL players should be able to 
change teams for any reason they wish, or do you favor the current system under which 
players designated as vital to their team are prevented from becoming free agents while 
players not considered vital to their team are eligible to become Plan-B free agents?" 

Total Male Female White Black 
% % % % % 

Should be able to change teams 
Favor current system 
Not surelrefused 

TABLE 4 

INTEREST IN FAVORITE TEAM IF FREE AGENCY 
RULE WAS CHANGED 

"If the free agency rule was changed to allow players to change teams for any reason 
they wish, would this make you more interested in your favorite team, less interested or 
would it make no difference?" 

More interested 
Less interested 
Makes no difference 
Not sure 



METHODOLOGY 

L This Harris Poll was conducted by telephone within the United States between August 26th 
to September lst, among a nationwide cross section of 1,500 adults. Figures for age, sex, 
race and education were weighted where necessary to bring them into line with their actual 
proportions in the population. 

In theory, with a sample of this size, one can say with 95 percent certainty that the results 
have a statistical precision of plus or minus 3 percentage points of what they would be if the 
entire adult population had been polled. 

This statement conforms to the principles of disclosure of the National Council on Public 
Polls. 
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